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The pretensions of these princes ought, indeed, to have
been more attentively considered, when this guaranty
was first demanded; for it is evident, that either no such
compact ought to have been made, or that it ought now to
be observed , and that those who now justify the neglect
of it, by urging Its injustice, ought to have refused acces-
sion to it for the same reason. But it is probable, that
they will urge in their defence, what cannot easily be con-
futed, that their consent was obtained by misrepresenta-
tions ; and that he who has promised to do any thing on
the supposition that it is right, is not bound by that pro-
mise, when he has discovered it to be wrong.

But though justice may, my lords, be pretended, I am
far from doubting that policy has, in reality, supplied the
motives upon which these powers proceed. Since the
world is evidently governed more by interest than virtue,
I think it not unreasonable to imagine, that they form their
measures according to their own expectations of advantage;
and as I do not believe our countrymen distinguished from
the rest of mankind by any peculiar disregard of them-
selves, it may not be improper to examine, even in this
place, whether by restoring the house of Austria to its an-
cient greatness, we shall promote our own happiness, or
that of the empire, or of the rest of Europe.

To ourselves, my lords, I do not see what assistance can
be gi\en in time of danger by this house, however power-
ful, or however friendly; for, I suppose, we shall never
suffer it to grow powerful by sea as well as by land, and
by sea only can we receive benefits or injuries. What ad-
vantages the rest of Europe may promise themselves from
the restoration of the Austrian power, may be learned, my
lords, from the history of the great emperour, Charles the
fifth, who for many years kept the world in continual
alarms, ranged from nation to nation with incessant and
insatiable ambition, made war only for the extinction of
the protestant religion, and employed his power and his
abilities in harassing the neighbouring princes, and dis-
turbing the tranquillity of mankind.

Nor did his successours, my lords, though weakened by
the division of his dominions, enjoy their power with